Clinical isolates (869) Recently, a new system (Minitek; BioQuest) has become available which offers the microbiologist considerable flexibility in selecting the tests to be used for bacterial identification. The Minitek system utilizes paper disks impregnated with individual substrates. These disks are placed in wells in a plastic plate and inoculated with a broth suspension of the isolate. Subsequent identification is based upon color reactions occurring in the disks following incubation. Thirty-five different disks are presently available from the manufacturer permitting the user to select those tests appropriate for his scheme of identification. (1).
Clinical isolates (869) In recent years, a variety of multimedia systems and devices designed to facilitate bacterial identification have become commercially available. Many of these proprietary systems consist of combinations of substrates in more or less fixed form, obliging the user to utilize the biochemical reactions selected by the manufacturer.
Recently, a new system (Minitek; BioQuest) has become available which offers the microbiologist considerable flexibility in selecting the tests to be used for bacterial identification. The Minitek system utilizes paper disks impregnated with individual substrates. These disks are placed in wells in a plastic plate and inoculated with a broth suspension of the isolate. Subsequent identification is based upon color reactions occurring in the disks following incubation. Thirty-five different disks are presently available from the manufacturer permitting the user to select those tests appropriate for his scheme of identification. On initial testing, some discrepancies between Minitek and conventional reactions were noted which were resolved on retesting.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The results of the comparison of Minitek tests with the conventional tests are shown in Table   7 .
The organisms tested are shown in sometimes did, lead to false identification. If this deficiency were corrected, all organisms in our study would have been correctly identified.
The false-negative urea reactions with the Serratia, Enterobacter, and Citrobacter species were not entirely unexpected. Christensen urea, used in the conventional system, is known to be a very sensitive indicator of urease activity. These false-negative reactions did not lead to false identification.
The rare aberrant indole and citrate reactions did not lead to incorrect identification.
During the initial phase of the study, it was observed that erroneous results with the Minitek could result from an inadvertent oil seal created as a result of spillage. It was also noted that a delay in excess of 30 min in adding the oil was responsible for a number of inaccurate results. Prompt and careful addition of the oil on retesting was found to markedly reduce these incorrect reactions.
Technologists in our laboratory were able to learn the Minitek method quickly and easily. The inoculum is prepared from a single colony and reduces the possibility of error due to a mixed culture. Reactions are clear-cut and 
